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J.. Hie decisiou of the Electoral Commission
p'_ upon the uuestiou coneerniot; their power to

oortiRontp« nf nlpfilion of the
;* gU ucuiuu vwa%*UMM»«V w. ~

!. presidential electors in the Florida case had
not been delivered at '6 o'clock this afternoon,
and the doubt respecting it was becoming perplexingand exciting, and the ioquirers about
it numerous and anxious. The radicals stoutly
maintain that as the election of the c-lectors

f * 7 b

was solely aud peculiarly a State atTair, and as

the certificate of Gov. Stearns was made iD accordancewith the laws of Florida, neither the

Congress of the United States, nor any commissionappointed by it,can constitutionally infringeupon the reserved rights of that State
to the extent of investigating matters which
have already been acted upon by the State authorities.That position might be tenable had

' it not been for President's Grant's action in
sending troops to the State, for if the State
had the sole right ot correcting the acknowledgedfraud of the returning board, but was

prevented from doing so by the General Government,through the express orders of its
President, that same General Government must

do what the people of the State would have
done, or else stand eouvicted as a party to the
fraud. If the accomplishment of an outrage
in a State can only be prevented by the people
ot that State rising in their might and hurling
the perpetrators from the positions which conferupon them the power to commit the in.»,. _, .i,.
:amy, US lue pcopio ui rKMiuii were uu me e»u

of doing, and which they certainly would have
done hud it not been lor the orders of' PresidentGract, the authority which compelled
tbcm to rcstriiu their hauds from taking just
vengence upon their oppressors, should not be
used to continue the outra.ee aud make it permanent.
A telegram received since the above

was put in type states that the Commission,
previously supposed to he unbiased, have, by
a strict party vote, determined that because
the Florida returning board committed a fraud
and Gnv.Stearos certified if, the Uoited States

government will enforce its operation.
The poor, deluded, negroes are made the

scape goats of the radicals on all occasions. Gov.
Wells says lie feared the two on the board with
bim might be bought with money; and uow

Gen. Grant excuses his concentration of troops
at the Capitol by saying "wheu the order wa3

giveu for troops to eome here, there was grave
apprehension lest the negro population of the
District of Columbia, then represented to be
in great destilutioo, should attempt a raid on

the Treasury building aud otherwise endanger
the peace of the citizens of Washiogtou genorally."If the treasury had always beeu in as

little danger of raids by radical thieves as by
their simple minded negro dupcs.it would have
a great deal more money in it than it lias now.

foreign Slews.
The cause of Midhat Pasha's fall dates from

some tileu back, i'hu imperious character of
Midbat Pasha clashed with the firmness of the
Sultau, whose liberal views wcDt far ahead of
Midbat. The Constitution disappointed the
Sultan by the multiplicity of its reserves and
qualifications, and many warm discussions oc
eurred between the sovereign and Minister.
The Sultan desired to introduce largely a

foreign element into Turkish administration,
and especially to employ Englishmen in leadingpositions iu all departments. His Majesty
expressed thia desire to Midbat Pasha very
stroogly on several occasions, ADd last week
look him sternly to tusk for uot having acted
on it. Midbat Pasha replied curtly, and wrote
subsequently to the Sultan ia undoferential
terms. On Friday last tlte Sultan sent for MidbatPasha, but the summons was not obeyed.
Saturday Midbat Pasha remained at home ou
a plea of indisposition. On Sunday a third
summons was disobeyed, but Midbat Pasha attendeda ministerial council in the alternooo.
Meanwhile the police discovered secret correspondence.which showed that Midhat Pasha
was plotting lor the overthrow of the Sultan
aud his own nomination as Dictator. On Mondaya peremptory summons brought Midhat
Pasha to the palace, suspecting nothing. On
entering he was arrested and his letters laid beforehim. There was no gain saying evidence
against him, and he asked for mercy. A councilof Ministers was called', aud Midhat Pasha
was oil'ercd choice of leaving the couutry or

being arraigned before a tribunal ou a charge
of high treason. He elected to leave the couutry,and was asked if ho would go to Greece,
lie replied that he did not like the Greeks,and
asked to go to Prindisi, butcouiplaiued that he
had uo peady mouey. Twenty-live hundred
dollars was given hiiu, and he embarked at
noon Jor Briudisi on board the Imperial yacht
Izzedin. The letters found disclosed that three
thousand Ulmas were to have gone on Monday
night to the palace to demand abdication of tbc
Sultan. The fall ot Midhut Pasha will check
no reforms, the Sultau being determined to
carry out the Constitution in its fullest spirit. 1

The Porte waives all former claims on Servia
of substantial guarantees. GortschakoiV says (
that the Ottoman empire has been and remains <
a permanent menace to Europe and humanity.

It is staled that tho l!ussian army has rc- '

ceived orders I o move forward and will cross the ^
Pruth.
TLo President of the Chamber of Commerce

of Manchester, England, statod at its meeting ^
on Monday that the market for their goods in
the United States, which was formerly excel- ,

lent, had now come to bo valueless, and what is
worso, considerable trade has sprung up in Manchesterin cotton fabrics manufactured in America.1
Distress is prevailing amoug the working people
of Lyons, where lifty thousand operatives

are idle in consequeneo of tho condition of the c

silk trade. Manufacturers in Lyons, it is stated,
declare that work cannot be resumed until the
price of raw silk falls at least tiiteen per cent.

Dr. Monck, a spiritualist, has been sentenced 8

in England to throo months' imprisonment. il
Tho small pox is increasing in London. a

Secretary Morrill's condition is critical. He l
suffers from typhoid pneumonia. c
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ALEXANE
Louisiana.

The committee co the powers, privileges and
.utics of the Housd in counting the electoral
ote, yesterday morning, recalled Gov. Wells.
The cross-examination was conducted by Mr.

field, who asked the witness whether just be.
ore he left New Orleaos ho had a discussion
villi K. J. Barrett, a member of the Packard
legislature, about the action of the returning
aoard, and he replied he had not.

Q. Was anything said by him as to having
in interview with Gov. Nicholls? A. Yes.
Q. Bid you say in the course of your conversationwith Mr. Barrett that you had determinedto make a statement to Gov. Nicholls.

A. It is a most infamous lie.
Q. Do you mean to say the question is an

miamous lie ? A. I say the substance of the
question is a lie.
Q. If you would answer my question iu the

rcay a witness should answer it would be better.
A. I will not ask your advice as to how I shall
answer a question.
The Chairman. You must answer in response

>r> flio /inncfinn This is nnt a nlaee for DOT-

sonal explanations.
Witness. 1 can defend myself elsewhere.
Q. Did you 9tatc that you had determined

to make a statement to Gov. 2Sicbolis? A.
No, sir.
Q. Did you say anything about the interventionof Mr. J. 1\ Kennedy? A. I did not.

sir. Mr. Barrett had asked me whether 1
would have an interview with Gov. Nicholls.
I replied that 1 would, as Gov. Nicholls was a

gentleman. Mr. Barrett made an explanation
io the Legislature refuting the false charges
against me.
The witness in further response to questions

said he also had a conversation with J. P. Kennedyabout an interview with Gov. Nicholls.
Kennedy opened the conversation, and asked
him whether he had any objections to an interviewwith Gov. Nicholls, and he replied io
language similar to that in his ejeversation
with Barrett, Kennedy suggested the interviewwith Gov. Nicholls about State matters.
Both Barrett and Kennedy were his political
friends.
Q. Did you not state that you would make a

clean breast of it? A. It is a most infamous
lie.
Q. Do you mean to say that you never said

to anybody you conversed with that you intendedto make a clean breast of it? A. I
said nothing of the kind.

Q. What was there iu State affairs about
which you wished to have an interview with
Gov. Nicholls? A. I do not know what Gov.
Nicholls desired, therefore 1 oanoot say. Had
1 rcmaiucd io New Orleans I would have had
the proposed interview with Gov. Nicholls.
Mr. Field read a letter dated New Orleans,

Jan. 14, 1S77, and signed by Gov. Wells, as

follows: "I am quite unwell, too much so to
fill our engagement to day; will inform you tomorrowrelative to its fulfillment."

Witness said he wrote that note, and that
Mr. Kennedy was to have been present at the
proposed interview with Gov. Nicholls.
The witness was asked whether he did Dot

an hour alter he wrote the above note send anothermarked "confidential," as follows:
"Gear JSir.After our friend Barrett had left

our room there was placed in my hands mattersrequiring my absence from A'ewOrleans."
The witness said he expected to be back in

a few days, and then related that he had been
summoned to Washington.
Mr. Field asked a question requiring explanationol the manner of proceeding to canvass

the vote in Louisiana. The witness said that
on Saturday he had sent a note to the commit
tee askiug to be heard only with reference to
Maddox and Vernon parish, and he did not intendto throw away his rights as an American
citizen and be forced to answer questions on

other subjects. He desired to answer no other
questions whatever until the House should relievehim l'rom the charge of contempt of its
authority. When thus relieved he would feci
free to uoswer.
The chairman reminded the witness that he

waB subpcdDaed to appear here and was expectedto tell the whole truth, but he declined
now to answer, and if he persisted iD duiug so

the witoess again placed himsell in contempt,
and such would be the opinion of the committeeand of the public at large.
Mr. Lawrence agreed with Mr. Seelye and

the chairman that the witness should answer.
Mr. Field asked tho witness several questions,

among them the following, namely :.in canvassingthe vote of Natchitoches were any irregularitiesdiscovered ? Did the returning
board deliberately add l>?>5 votes to live of the
Hayes electors which had not been cast far
Hayes ? Did you not add 574 to the votes cast
for Hayes in the parish of Concordia ? These
questions the witness severally refused to answer.The witness also declined to answer the
question whether l,5l>0 votes had not been
thrown off from the Tilden electors in the parishof Orleans.
Q. Were there any forged affidavits before

the returning board ? A. I decliuc to answer.

Q. Did you advise that forged affidavits ho
prepared ? A. I decline to answer.

Q. Did you not direct that forged affidavits
be prepared in the Vernon parish case ? A.
1 did not advise the preparation of any lorged
affidavits whatever.

/~».i 1^.1
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a like unsatisfactory result.
Mr. Field called attentioo ofwitoess to the

note which he addressed to Mr. Maddox on
the 20th of November, as follows :."ifou fullyunderstand the situation. Cannot you advisewith me relative thereto?" Mr. Field
asked the witness why ho wrote this note to
Mr. Maddox, when he replied that it was intendedto be shown to the President and other
republican friends, and in order that Mr. Maddoxmight have an entree to such friends in
order to explain the political condition in
Louisiana, Mr. Maddox beiog a public otiicor
and having been sent to Louisiana for that
purpose. The witness had also sent by Mr.
Maddox a letter to the President on the same

subject, drawing his attention to the fact of the
exasperated condition of the people of that
State so that he might be prepared to arrest
any movement militating against the returning
board, and to prevent destruction of papers,etc.
By Mr. Field.You have stated that you

never altered a return or destroyed a paper ?
A. 1 decline to answer the question. Witness
declined to auswer any question concerning the
action of the board until the house gave him
his liberty and relieved him of his disability.
Ho wanted to koow whether bo wa9 the peer
)f any member of the committee or a vassal.
Mr. lvnott reminded him that the obligation

)f his oath required witness to answer every
question put to him unless such answer would
:ritninate him.
Mr. Wells said there wa9 noquestion he might

answer which would subject him to prosecution,
jut lie reserved his construction as to what
vere his rights, and the committee had no
ight to question him wheD he was in duress.
Q. Did you take part in aoy conspiracy to

jive the State to Tildeo ? A. Are you through ?
Mr. Field.Mr. Stenographer read him the

juestion.
The stenographer read it.
Mr. Wells.Is that the hoish of your quesion?
Mr. Tucker.This is trifling.
The Chairman.Oh, Mr. Wells, answer the

juestion or deoline to answer.
Mr. Wells.Can I say a word V
The Chairman.Not now.
Witness.I do not know whether I am a vas-

el or a peer; if a peer I should like to know
t; if I am a vassal I am forced as a servant to
nswer your question. I
The Chairman.I wish in the kindest spirit

o bring to your attention the attitude you oc- j j
upy. »

ILIUU anu^gu iuuuiiumuuu

Witness.L decline to auswer.

Q. i)id you not know the rejection of tcu

thousand votes was a part of a conspiracy to

give the electoral vote to the party not entitled
to it ? A. L leave that for yourself to answer.

Q. Did you take part io any such conspiracy ?
A. Docs that conclude your question ?
The Chairman.Oh, answer the question or

not.
Mr. Tucker.We will take a vote to sec if

such conduct on the part of the witness should
be tolerated in the committee.
The Chairman.The question is whether the

committee will require witness to answer.
Mr. Tucker.The sentence of reprobation

should be put on the witness for not answering
The witness. Then 1 am a vassal ?
The Chairman.Keep order, sir.
Mr. Seclye remarked it was unanimously decidedthis morning, so far as the authority of

the committee went, that tho witness should
answer the questions.

Messrs. Lawrence and DurcharJ concurred
with Prof. Seelyr.
Mr. Field to the Chairman.Is ii not a case

of contempt and misdemeanor under the laws
of tho District of Columbia for a witness to refuseto answer questiouspropouuded by a committee?
The Chairman.it is.
The witness.You cannot deter me.

The Chairman.You will be accommodated.
The witness.I am williog to be accommodated.
Mr. Field.The witness is contumacious in

the highest degree.
Mr. Field then exhibited to witoess a statementshowing the number of votes rejected in

the several parishes, attested by Oh as. S. Abell,
secretary of the returning board.

Objection was tnade to the paper.
The question being taken the objection was

overruled by a strict party vote. The statementshowed that the board rejected 1,703
Kellogg and 10,280 McEaery electoral votes.
Another paper was exhibited to witness also

attested by Mr. Abeli showing the supervisors
of registration returned 70,717 Kellogg and
80,515 McEaery electoral votes; also the certificatcof the rcturniug board certifying to the
election of the Kellogg eleeiors, and that they
received 75,135 votes, and that the McEoery
electors received 70,508 votes.

Mr. Lawrence asked witness whether, if the
return from Vernon parish, as carried with the
tabulated statement, was different lrom the
original returns, it was done with his knowledgeor approbation 7
The witness replied it was nut, uor had lie

knowledge it was done with the approbation of
auy other member of the board; and he also
denied the truth of Littlelield's statement that
he directed the returns to be altered so as to
elect Hunter and Andrews judge and district
attorney. They were his personal, but not politicalfriends.

Mr. Field interrogated witness about tbo papersthe former had exhibited, but the witness
declined to auswer.

Q. Kecauso you are under duress are you unwillingto tell the truth 7
Witness. 1 am never uuwilliug to tell the

trum.
q. TIiru why do you not answer?
The witness. When the contempt id removedI will answer, but not till then,
Q. You were asked just uow whether you

threw out votes lor reasons which were foundedon evidence satisfactory to yourself. Will
you answer? A. That embraces the whole
question, and J therefore decline.

Q. Will you answer? A. I tell you I decline.
Q. Are you not willing to testily whether

your board throw out 10,000 and odd votes
honestly or dishonestly? A. i am willing when
relieved from contempt ol the House.

Q. Arc you willing to do so now? A. 1
cannot answer the question until released from
such contempt.
Q. Arc you now willing to answer the questionwhether in throwing out 10,000 and odd

votes your hoard acted honestly or dishonestly ?
A. Wc acted in conformity with law.

Q. In throwing out votes? A. We threw
them out for fraud, intimidation, and violence
at the polls.
Q. Were any throw out because of irregularities? A. i thick tJrant parish was excluded.
Q. Any except that ? A. I tbiolc not.

Was there a single objection to the votes
on the ground that they were not actually cast ?
A. None.
Q. Then they must have been throwo out

on the ground of intimidation ? A. Men were
forced to vote contrary to their wishes.
Q. Had you any witnesses before your board

to piove that any particular voterf were induced
to vote contrary to their wishes ? A. It was

impossible to have oral testimony. The hoard
adopted a rule that testimony should be taken
by both parties.

Q. Hid the voters themselves testify that
they voted under compulsion ? Was such evidencefurnished to you ? A. I think so.

Q. Will you say that proof was preseuted to
i i i i vir . * i i

you tnat a niiDureu uiiierent voters uau vuieu

under compulsion contrary to their judgment ?
A. L do Dot know how uiaDy. I think there
was evidence of the lact. There may be 100
or 500 or more who said they were forced to
vote cooirary to their wishes.

In further examination witness said no votes
were rejected except in consequence of intimidation,and among other things Mr. Field calledthe attention of the witness to the fact that
it appeared that in the parish of Concordia,
Josephs, ooe ol" the republican electors, received1,950 votes, while in the certificates of the
returning board he was credited with 2,538
votes. Witness replied it was in evidence that
a troop of horsemen seized the ballot-box from
the commissioners of clectioo, who made up
the returns from their count and sent them in.

Mr. Field asked the witness whether lie did
not say before the Morrison committee that this
happened in Madison.
The witness replied yes, and something of

the kind in Concordia also.
Mr. Field called the attention of witness to

the fact that while the board, by throwing out

10,000 votes cast for Tilden, gave the electoral
vote for Hayes, the witness omitted to account
for their act of thus giving the latter three or

four thousand majority.
In response to questions by Mr. Lawrence

witness said the board gave to the Hayes ticket
ODly such votes as it was entitled to receive,
that they took no votes from the democrats
contrary to law. The committee adjourned till
to-morrow.
Yesterday morning as tbo deputy sergeant-atirmsof the House was taking Wells from the

bastile to the comrr.itteo, be searched him and

nfrnrrr** . . . i..^3an

miA GAZETTE A*
The witness.Thero is do gentleman to whom

I would listen with more attention thau to yourself,hut i tnuat consider my duty. J
1 he Chairman.I merely wished to remind

you that having sworn to tell the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, you
must answer.
The witness.1 will freely whenever relieved

of the disability imposed by the House, which
holds me in dure.-s.

Mr. Lawrence asked the witness whether he
declined to answer because he feared lie might
render himself liable to criminal prosecution.

Witness replied he did not.
Mr. field.Will you explain what position

you occupy ?
The witness.Am I a vassal or a peer'(
The Chairman.That has nothing to do with

your position. You arc under obligation to
answer every question, excepting, of course,
such as might tend to criminate you.
Witness.I reserve to myself the construentrirrhio ?inrl the committee have no

11VU Ui iu;

power to force mo to answer questions while 1
am under sentence of the House.

Mr. Field.You rejected 10,000 votes and
upwards; were they rejected l'orauy cause other
tl,n" rthmtilotinn V
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VIRGINIA ADV;
found up his person two loadod pistols and a

dirk-knife. Those were taken from him, but ho
was allowed to take into the commilloa rooiu a

cane, which 15 said to bo rifled Wells is reportedas saying last night that ho would as soon kill
David Dudley Field as not.
As Wells was going down the stairs aftor his

examination ho said to the deputy s jrgeant-atarms,in whoso custody he was, "Fiold is a rough
old cuss, but ho shant insult me. If I got a
chance I will whale him like hell."
By direction of Speaker Bandall the sergeant- 1

at-arms of the House last night removed Well3 (
and Anderson from the room in tho crypt, where 1
they have beon confined, to tho room of the (
committee on education and labor. Anderson
said ho was perfectly comfortablo and did not
caro to chaDge his quarters, '

Revenue Detectives.
In oommittee of the whole, of the House of 1

Representatives, on Saturday last, when the
general appropriation bill was under discussion,
the Clerk read as follows:.
For detesting and bringing to trial aod pun-

ishmcot persons guiity of violating the interna!
revenue laws, or conniving in such crime, in-
eluding payments for information and detection,
SUU.UUU.

Mr. Cabell..1 move in liceGGO lo strikeout
"GO,000" and insert "40,000;" so it will read
"$40,000."

1 take it for granted this system lias arrived
at that degree of perfection the appropriation
for that duty cau he lessened, and I hope it
will be the pleasure of the House to adopt lay
amendment.

Mr. liolman..1 do not think the Committee
ou Appropriations will liavo any objection to
the amendmeut of the gentleman from Virginia.
The appropriation heretofore made was $100,000;but there is«great force in tho suggestion
that year after year, under our iotemal revenue
system in time of peace, matters are becoming
more systematized, and there would not seem
to be the same necessity a9 in former years for
large appropriations.

Mr. Harrison..L rise to oppose that amendment.I think gentlemen are not aware of one

difficulty the country will have to encounter for
the nest few years. We are commencing to
coin silver, and machinery is now moro extensivelyeogaged in striking off silver coin than
il ijum ut-'uu lut jfcaio iu sumiug ujj £iuuw.aji
Mr. Cabell..I would suggest to the gentlemanthat this appropriation relates to the internalrevenue, and has no connection whatever

with the matter he is now discussing.
Mr. Harrison..I thought this referred to

.t i-_ j_.
me rt'gumi uuiixwvu ayaiuuj.
Mr. Clyrner..I suggest to the gentlemau

from Virginia [Mr. Cabell| to name in hid
amendment $50,000.
Mr. Cabell..I accept that suggestion, and

modify my amendment accordingly.
Mr. Hale..1 hope that this amendment wiil

not be iosiated upon. If it should be, it is a
matter of so much importance to the departmentthat I ihink we ought to have a lull vote
upou it. The appropriation now in tho bill is
lower than the lormer appropriation; and while
what bus beeo said about simplifying details
may be true, it is an actual fact that there has
beeo more trouble in the collection of internal
rcvcouc within the last lew months, and more
need lor this force in detecting frauds, than at

any lime duriog the last three or four
years. If aoy change ahouid be made in this
appropiation ol $60,000, it ought to be increasedrather than decreased. I will say to
the chairman of the Committee on Appropriationsthat It do not think we should be doiog
justice to the department by assenting on the
part of the committee to thisamendment. The
department would be glad to have more than
the sum named in the bill and believes that it
requires more. I think the appropriation had
better he left us iL is, at $60,000.

Mr. Cabell..I would be perfectly williog to
agree to that iff did not think that, in view of
the perfection to which the system ought to be
brought by this Lime $50,000, as suggested by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Clymer,| should be sufficient. An appropriation
of $00,000 was made last year; aud from all
that 1 can ascertaiu that has been entirely sufi
Geient. 1 is to be presumed that the depart
ment is going on perfecting this system month
by month and year by year; and if $00,000 were
sufficient last year, $50,000 should certainly bo
enough for the present year. The system in
any aspect is a bad oue, and if we could do
without it, ought not to be continued. L would
not undertake to hamper the Government in
its operations now, though if we could get rid
of such si system, it would be very much better.
1 know that this detective system has aided iu
some decree iu the detection of crime, but at
the same time it is often provocative of crime.
The gentieuiau must see lhat the system has
in many cases operated badly. The disclosures
which have been made from time to time bolorecommittees of Congress have shown that
the men occupying theso positions as detectives
arc frequently not such persons as should be
sent out by the Government, and do many
other things besides the duties assigned them
by their official superiors.
Mr. Male..I agree fully with the gentleman

that any detective system is likely to be abused;
and 1 do not doubt that there have been abuses
iu this department. The detective system in
the collection of customs dues is a.system which
at times runs pretty rank, involving exactions .

and espionage upon citizens which to my mind
arc very offensive. I have no doubt that in
the collection ol the revenue in that large por-
tion of the country lying south of us such things
have come about. But you may depend upon
it Mr. Chairman, that, so long as we collect a

large portion of our revenue through this lo-
tcrnal lieycDue Bureau, and so long as there is
temptation lor fraud in the manufacture of
liquors and tobacco, wc must have a large and
eliicieut detective force, The remedy for what
the gcutlemao speaks of is not so much with us <

in cutting down appropriations as with the departmentin enforcing a good service, and sc- s

curing as its agcuts men ol character, capacity,
shrewdness, and nerve, who will attend to the
legitimate duties of their offices. That is not <
« tr-liifiti ten i-in rnnmlfttr Thirtu million (
l» UllUf, ....IV-.. .vn..>,v. ......Jdollars

or forty million dollars caonot be collect- (

ed as the internal revenue tax upoa liquors of
oue kind and another without a largo and effi- I
cient force of this kind. Tho department is
fully satisfied that this appropriation of $60,- 1
000, instead of being too much, is not sufficient; J
and taking olf $10,000 will cripple the operationsof the department. 'Weareall interested
in having the revenue system properly enforced, t

Mr. Cabell..I would remind the gentleman c

from Maine that I have consented to a modificationof my amendment to the extent of t

$10,000, so that^ the appropriation shall be c

$50,000 instead of $60,000. a

Mr. Hale..Still I say that if this reduction t

of $10,000 be made it will seriously cripple the
department. I have no doubt the department j
would prefer more; and it may be that an attemptwill be made in the other branch of
Coogress to increase the appropriation. 1 am 1

in tavor of sticking to this appropriation of d
$60,0UU, and if anything more should be added ti
in the Senate, doiog as we did last year.insist- n

iog on the House figures. I think the gentle- r
mao will be better satisfied in the end if, in- p
stead of changing this appropriation which the ti
committee has agreed upon, we let it go at t

$60,000, with the understanding that if it a

should be put up elsewhere we shall hold the J
department to $60,000. tl

Mr. Ha bell..I think $50,000 is amply auf- it
ficieui. I ask a vote od my amendment, e

The question beiDg taken on tho amendment t<
of Mr. Cabell, it was not agreed to. ii

Mr. Cabell..I shall ask for a vote in the h
House.

^
cl

Mr. Foster..i'ou cannot get it. h
Mr. Cabell..I will endeavor togetit, at any e:

rate. h
In the House, subsequently, the amendment t<

of Mr. Cabell was adopted. si
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ERTISER.
CITV COUNCIL.

A meeting of lhe City Council wag held last '

>ight.
UOAliD OF ALDERMEN.'

This Board met at 7:50 o'clock. [
A communication from the Mayor beiog read,
Mr. Srnoot called attention to the fact that

be communication was addressed merely to
he President of this Board, aDd not to the
Jity Council, aud that the other Board had
aid a similar communication on the table at
be last meeting. <

The Clerk suggested that a similar commulicationhad probably been sent to the other
Board.
Mr. Smoot said that in that view of the case

:be communication wag all right.
Mr. Armstrong defended the action of the

Mayor in so addressing a communication, and
thought the action of the Common Council
was dictated by prejudice and spite,and was an
act of discourtesy to this Board, which had
acted on and scot in the communication.
Mr. Smoot only objected to the address, io

case it was to go to the other Board.
Mr. Janoey concurred with Mr. Armstrong,

that the action of the Common Council was an

unnecessary act of discourtesy to the Mayor.
The matter was then dropped.
Corporation Attorney Stuart, by request,

made a statement of what was asked of Couuciliu regard to the supersedeas bond iu the
case of 0. Fairfax vs. the City Couocii. lie

i .i._ ..i . mm
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unanimously.
Mr. DowDham called up the A. Si W. railroadbill, and offered au amendment giving the

right of way from the city lioc to King street.
Mr. Smoot hoped that the bill would oot be

passed to-night, as do notice ol its iotroductioo
had been given, aod one member was absent
who would like to vote on the bill.

Mr. Downham said he only waoted the
amendment passed upon, aod would not press
the passage of the bill.

Mr. Strauss offered an amendment similar to
the one previously offered in the Commoo
Council requiring the payment of $200 per
year UDtil a brick depot was built. This amendmentwas adopted.

Mr. Dowoham's amendment was also
adopted.

Mr. O'Neal asked leave to change his vote
on Mr. Strauss' amendment Irom affirmative
to negative, upon which request a debate arose

embracing the whole railroad question, which
was ended by Mr. O'Neal withdrawing his request.
A rnotioD to adjourn was then put and carried,and the members were about to leave

whcD a communication came in from the Com
moo Council inviting the Board iDto joint convention.
The Board was again called to order aod the

request complied with.
Upon the return of the Board to their chamber,on motion of Mr. Srnoot, they adjourned

to meet agaiu at 2:30 o'clock to-day, to attend
the funeral of H. L. Simpson, esq., a former
Presideot of the Board.

COMMON COUNCIL.
The Common Council meeting, held last

night, to consider proposed amendments to the
charter of the city, was well attended, and

» .* ,« i- * * i_

some ten or twelve spectators sat wunout. me
bar.
The amended HdJ section, relative to the collectors,&e., was re-reported by the committee

aod read by the Cierk, as it appears elsewhere.
There was but little diseussiou upon this

ameudmeut.
31 r. Hughes said that he was going to move

au amcudmeDt giving the collectors a per
ceutage oq rents which they were obliged to
collect in order to make the taxes. It was the
custom of some persons to allow their rents to
get behind hand and turn over to the collectors
the dirty work of forcing payment.

Mr. Mushbach said that the collector uow
received 10 per cent, from the owoers of propertyfor collecting the rents, and then from
the city for the same, lie knew this from his
own observation.

Pending the charter (he Aldermen's resolutionon the death of 11. L. Simpson, estj , was
concurred in by the Council.

Mr. Latham road a bill of Mr. Bossart for
electiou services.

Mr. Seals..Mr. ('hairiuan, can that be offered?
Mr. Latham..If it could not be offered I

would not have read it.
Mr. Seals..Well, this is a called meeting.
Mr. Latham.. It is nut a eailod meeliug; it

is an aJjourncd meeting.
Mr. Lambdin said he wished to offer a resolutionoi respect for the memory of Hcory L.

OllLl

Mr. Latham..Didn't you hear ike resolutionthat Cirne in from the Aldermen.
Mr. Lambdin..L was not aware there was

any resolution of respect offered. There was a
resolution to attend the funeral.
Mr. Latham..There was a preamble and

resolution.
iMr. Lambdin..Well, I'll icad mine.
However, just at this point, the Alderman

were invited into joint meeting, and proceeded
to elect a member of the School Board from
the 2d ward, vies Edgar Snowden, resigned.
The President announced the object of the

joint ooDVontion, whereupon W. 11. Marbury,
esq., was elected, the President ot the Board
of Aldermen, on motioo, casting the vote of
the joint incetiog tor him.
The joint meeting then dissolved.
Shortly afterwards Council sent some businessto the Board of Aldermen by the hands

of iMr. Seals, but while he was gone,
Aldcrmeu Smoot appeared at the door and

made the following announcement:
Mr. Presideut, our Board's adjourned, sir.
Mr. Latham..Thank you, sir, lor your

courtesy.
The consideration of the charter was rc

uroed.
iMr. Miller, by consent, moved to amend the

)th section of the amendment by adding two
)fficers to those to be elected by the voters
heso were the City Treasurer and the Keeper;
)f the Poor House.
The Chair said that the Stale law provided

or the election of City Treasurer.
Mr. Miller urged that the people ought to

jc allowed to select the Keeper of the Poor
[douse.
The aiueudmeut was iost.
The quesiion then recurred upon the adop-

ion of the report, aGd the yeas and nays wero
lallcd. i
Mr. Seals opposed any ehaDge in the char-

er, and contended that tho people ought to
lect the policcmcD, and that the present
.mendments would compel the tax collectors 5
0 be too hard on poor people. i
The report was adopted, and the Board ad- 1

ourned. c

A Molasses Case..In the city court yesler-
1

lay tho case of E. F. Cabado &Co., of Philaielphia,vs. Patterson, Bayne & Co., of this city, L

0 recover $75 as a balance due on a consign- c

aunt of molasses, was taken up. Plaintiffs, 1

eprese&tid by Daniel ccDallam, claim that the turchaseris bouod by the gauger's cer- t
ificate of the amount contained in p
be hogsheads. The defendants, who have r
s couosel ex Judge Merrick and H. V. D, a

ohns, resist the demand on the ground that ,

here is no cu;t3rn making such certificate bind- ^
ig, and when it has been ascertained to be c
rroneous, a settlement should be made be- n
ween the parties on the basis of a correct gaug- c

ig. The defendants on receiving the molasses £
ere had it gauged,and found that they had been r:
harged for two hundred gallons moro than they ;

ad received. They had proposed to pay tha £
spenses of a gauger from Philadelphia so as to
avetbe dispute settled, but plantiffs refused
> consent. Judge Pinkney holds the matter S
lb curia..Baltimore Gazette. h

...tea.r~i>

Letter trom iticlimoiid.
^Correspondence of the Alexandria, Gazette.]
Richmond, Feb. 6,187V..1 have no doubt

that the preseut postmistress (or postmaster as
she call? berself',) of Richmond, Miss K. 1,.
VanLew, begins to tear that alter all somebody
else will be postmaster nest year. !'h ricrarn
ble among the conservatives here for this positionhas already commenced in earnest. Hack
applicant, of course, has his retinue of follow
era, who, it is supposed, if he is successful, he
will not forget in the appointment of clerkship.
mail-carriers' places, and other position?, i
could mention the Dames of a dozen promiueut
geDtlemen who are mentioned in this connoe
tiou, but it would, perhaps, be better to await
the result of the action oi Congress. It i« im
possible to make the majority of people here,
including many republicans, believe tbatTildcu
was not elected, aod because be waa elected,
they are oonlident that he wiil be scalc-d. But
it might be better to wait, in the meantime
the applicants are increasing. Why I know
of one man, an applicant lor a piaeo in Washington,who has obtained the signatures o( two

hundred and sixty politicians to his petition.
Thiok of it.two hundred politicians names on

one piece of paper; ol' course, the applicant
thinks he has dooe the right thing ami is sal'.'.
The success of Miss Neilsou here has h:t.i:!.

effect ol bringing other companies to Kielim ml.
as I said it would. Clara Louise Keif tire i<ar.
nouoced to certainly visit Richmond. I ih uci.i
she would come, rfhc is a favorite her., arid
cannot afford to allow Neilsou to efface th*. ?

collection of her former triumph.
The Senate to-day passed the bill j.uovi ut,

lor the lease ol' the Penitentiary. fiiL bid
provides that the State shall pay the >dury
the superiotemlent and keepers, but tip.' I s-

arcto pay for guard duty. \ petition, from
the different trade uoior.s, asking that the i
be amended so as to provide, in case the lev;
is made, that no work, article or poods, mam:
facturcd io the Penitentiary under the prop ;
control, shall be sold in the fsato, was aisr
presented.
The House to day passed the Senate till ;

authorize the city of Winchester to subscrih.
to the capital stock ot the Martim-bure and 1'.
lomac Railroad Compaoy. £
Mr. John Bell Bigger, the Cioik ol 11.

House, has recovered from his recent sickn.
sufficiently to be at his desk. I am glad to

himthere agaio. Cor somewhere in the neighborhoodof fifty years he has called the roll m
the House day after day, and the body d.rnotlook io working order when he is absent

Rev. Dr. Moses D. Hope, of this city, c.u;

templates a trip to Europe in a few month.TheGovernor has pardoned Thorburo, ti.
Petersburg bank clerk.

Letter from Leeslnirg.
I vr^penn VA Fab .Hiit-ini' Ilia no.: r

winter five horses have beeu stolen from the
neighborhood of Goresville, aud until a I'rotativeClub was formed, which offered a reward
of $250, no clue was to be had to the tine;.
But upon the stealing of Cel. A. T. M. kus:'horsosuch reward was offered, and in a -liG!:.
time the thief and three horses were discovered
in Baltimore, and two others traced to a livery
stable in Baltimore, which had dispose:! id
them to other parties, and they may be rec.n
ered. A negro mau named Cant is the jicrsnwhocarried the horses to Baltimore, and wiic
was arrested, and will shortly be brought oa

here for trial. A special grand jury will Isummonedto February court (*JJ Monday.; t'W
The ioe aod snow have nearly Icli tin: ti j- fjj

which wili be ol advantage to the sheep, a ceoa

uiauy of which have been lost from the ei.mt.r,
ued covered state ol' the ground, and th * u::..

absence of roots for them. Our wuitei-at.

usually so mild as to do away with the u r

ailyfor oilier green food than our l/u f

but this was covered Irorn December '< til j
rtnry I. About eight weeks. I
The itev. Mr. Dmwiddie, oi Ah\uu.in i. ha- fc

preached hero very acceptably, the oce..s, I
being the seasou preparatory in tin Comu-u |
ion in the Presbyterian Church. J

Bishop Whittle e.iuliruied Fuday and f;-S
day and to day,at Catocteti and Cnrisr I'nmr!
es.io tlJiscouuty.audcjutiniKd lure Min.i >/ u

preached also. Catocteu is betwct n I latin.: f

and Waterlord, nod Christ Church t- at «'» |
ville. The former a tree church, tier Iru i t» ||
Episcopal. They are uoder th.Mr.iei tr Ji ;) : § J
Kcv. Theodore l'.ced,who also j.r:a.:he- a.-.- ;

ably at Lincoln and at Hamilton. An ciiort tbeingmade to baild no Episcopal church .(

Harailtoo.
The weather overhead islively ha: th t

arc getting very muddy.
^

We are waiting aoxious:y lor the iv.-uitn:
Florida, and with a lair decree of Jupe. Near
ly all enterprise is gone. Everybody is wuiii:;.
on the couut.
We have one case of scarlet lover ia man,

brought from Washington. The genual hetitii
of the communily is very gn.vj. Titer: Invo pas
been but four burials in (Joion Cemetery (which Jp|]|
is now the burying ground i'or nearly .»«. \
sons in and east of'Lecsburg) in three tnofiihTherchave been many morcMtf blacks »ti tl.e X$
M. E. Church cemetery. Aiiqi'i*.

Mouth Carolina.
Columbia, 3. C., Feb. 7..Judge Carp.-?,

tcr has tiled his decision in ihe case ol \\ tn. INjJ
H. Wallace, .Speaker of the demon ttio II a*of

Representatives, ct al. w. iho < k'M
National Hank, other State depoitui?- ;.t;d
T. L. CardGzo, claiming to he the i ptihlie« g-Jj®
State Treasurer, asking lor :wi injuuetut; t

straining the hanks from payiDg any m

upon checks drawn hy Cardozj a- I'r i jtM
The Court decided.

First. That by law the Trea.»ur«.i suponthe duties of his oQiee when tlu.-i: .:«iK { 'g
Governor is dully and legally in-tal> !. a.vl o

till then.
Second, That the Constitution td th' .-n

and the statutes require the preicuc-1. i ! /
houses to open and publish the >; t'irr.-l -' I|$s
Governor, and fjr his installation.

Third. That the Mackey IJ.juo?, in ;vi. |-;|g
Chamberlain waainauguraicd, was i i in ar: i -a

rcvolatiooary; that lis acts arc ouli and ruii.
5n '"ac» therefore, no legal publ.cition ot |8H
reiuros had been made and no lawful in-cJ ;

Hon of Governor had taken place.
An order was accordingly issue ! to 'lay r

training the State depositories from jo'1'- %|||
my moneys upon the checks of Cardozj, "JJ
cstraioiog^ that person from drawing at;.'hecKsas Stato Treasurer until a final -leer

pRINTehs' Troubles..Tbo Chicago %gm
tuced its rates of composition Monday to Jfjjs
:ont3 per thousand ems, new men largely
no cases. This brought on a contl<"
motors' union.and yesterday about halt ' *

orce quit their cases, having been iniiuen''*heretoby the union. This opens » bs'tie
ironiiges to become general in Chicago,
umored that other papers there wi!i a so to- j ?jjj
^ s°on as the Post gets through the contest
1 he primers on the National Kepubhesr.. gpp?

-> ashington, were notitied yesterday j-i#
neir services were no longer needed. Th su-

^

» ^
amo about inconsequence of the print*--."- g .T

landing pay for the time they were wai-i'-*.' r.

opy to set up. Two men named Doners-- f-jjjgm
rnith, from rsuw York, have been select^;. fM
ccupy the positions hs tne foreman andsf"-:V"v
jremen, against whom the printers make?^«v- ^
nargos. 'iho paper will be set up heresn-'

on*unionmen.

A It-iier, addwsfec.i fo Charles T- rMS
late Mills, Va., is detained in the Past**' km
ere for want ot postage.


